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Abstract

The article is devoted to the analysis of modern
theories of postcolonial perspective and
methodologies applied for their research. The aim
of the research is to analyze modern theories and
methodologies in studying cultural and social
postcolonial phenomena. Also, this research aims
to outline methodologies used to investigate
postcolonial theories; to introduce practical
applications of postcolonial studies across cultural
and social dimensions. The research is
predominantly interdisciplinary and implies the
use of a range of theoretical research methods
(theoretical analysis of literature and scientific
texts, historical research, discourse analysis,
comparative analysis as well as synthesis and
interpretation). The article provided the recent

Anorauis

CrarTsi TpHCBSYeHA aHali3y Cy4YacHHX Teopii
NOCTKOJIOHIAJIbHUX TEPCIICKTUB Ta METOMOJIOTIH,
SKi BUKOPUCTOBYIOTBCSA [UIA iX JDOCIIDKEHHS.
MeToro JOoCHiKEHHS € aHaJli3 CyJYaCHUX TEOpiH i
METOJOJIOTIH Yy  BHMBYEHHI  KYJBTYpHHUX 1
COILIaTbHAX MOCTKOJIOHIANBHUX SBULLL.
3aBIaHHSIMH ~ JOCHI/UKEHHS €. OKPECIUTH
METOJI0JIOTi, SIKi BAKOPUCTOBYIOTHCS JIJIsSL aHAJII3Y
NOCTKOJIOHIAIbHUX TEOPiii, a TAKOX NPEACTABUTH
NpakTHYHE 3aCTOCYBaHHS ITOCTKOJOHIaJIbHUX
CTYIi# Y KyJIbTYpPHOMY Ta COI[iaJIbHOMY BHUMipaXx.
Po3Binka € mepeBa)kHO MDKIMCHUIDTIHAPHOIO 1
nependayae BUKOPUCTAHHS HU3KH TEOPETHYHUX
METONIB  JIOCHi/PKeHHs. BoHM  BKIIIOYAIOTH
TEOPETUYHHUM aHaNi3 JiTepaTypd Ta HAYKOBHUX
TEKCTIB, ICTOPHUYHHUM aHali3, aHali3 IHCKYpCY,

interpretation of the concepts of colonialism and NOpIBHSUTBHUI  aHaNli3, a TakKoX CHHTE3 Ta
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postcolonialism. It was found that the mid-20th
century marked a shift in focus from colonial to
postcolonial studies. The theoretical framework of
postcolonial studies is analyzed from diachronic
and synchronic tiers. The specifics of six main
theories were revealed (postcolonial theory,
critical theory, site-specific theory, decolonial
theory, and creolization theory). They offer both
strengths and weaknesses when analyzing the
impacts of colonialism. The methodology of
postcolonial studies is usually interdisciplinary
and prefers examining the impacts of colonialism
based on literary sources and cultural analysis.
Other methodologies include: historical research,
textual  analysis, ethnographic ~ methods,
interviews, observations, and comparative
analysis. The implications include improving the
understanding of the existing socio-political and
economic structure and developing effective
strategies to overcome the contemporary issues
that emerged as a result of colonialism and
postcolonialism.

Keywords:  postcolonialism,  methodology,
hegemony, stereotype, creolization, globalization.
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IHTepIpeTalifo s (GOpMYTIOBaHHS BUCHOBKIB. Y
CTaTTI  NpPEJCTaBIEHO BHU3HAYCHHS  IOHSATH
KOJIOHIaJIi3My Ta MTOCTKOJIOHIATII3MY.
Bcranosneno, mo y cepemuHi XX CTONTTS
BimOysmacst 3MmiHa (OKyCy 3 KOJOHIAIbHMX Ha
MOCTKOJIOHIATbHI  JOCHIDKEHHS. [ eopeTHdIHy
OCHOBY [IOCTKOJIOHIAIBbHUX CTYIii
MIPOaHAaTI30BaHO HAa  JiaXpoHIYHOMY  Ta
CHHXPOHIYHOMY piBHsIX. Po3kpuro cneuudixky
IIECTH OCHOBHHUX Teopii  (IMOCTKOJOHIANBHA
TEOopis, KPUTHYHA TEOpis, IPOCTOPOBA TeOpis,
TEOpis JEKOJIOHI3alil Ta Teopis Kpeosisarlii).
3’s1coBaHi SIK IEPEBATH TaK i HEJOMIKH X TCOPIH.
Meronomnoris IIOCTKOJIOHIAIbHUX CTYIii
3a3BUYall € MDKIWUCIHMIDIIHAPHOIO Ta BHBYAE
BIUIMB  KOJOHIATi3My Ha OCHOBI  aHaji3y
JTepaTypHUAX DKEpeN Ta KyJIbTypHOTO aHali3y.
[Hmi Meromu BKIIOYAIOTH. ICTOPUYHHUE aHAI3,

TeKCTOBMH  aHaii3, eTHorpadiuHi  MeTonu,
IHTEpPB’10, CIIOCTEPEKEHHS Ta MOPIBHSIBHHIMA
aHami3. [IIpakTh4yHe 3HAYCHHS JOCIIHKCHHS

CTOCY€THCSI BIIOCKOHAJICHHS ITiIXOIIB O aHAJi3y
ICHYI04O1 COIialTbHO-TTOTI THYHOT

Ta €KOHOMIYHOT CTPYKTYDH, PO3pOOKH
e(peKTUBHMX CTpATETii [UIS MOJOJAaHHS Cy4acHOI
npobiieMu,  sSKIi  BHHUKIM B pe3yJjbTaTi

KOJIOHIaJTli3My Ta IOCTKOJIOHIAII3MY.

Ku1ro4oBi cj10Ba: IOCTKOJIOHIAITI3M, METOIOJIOT IS,
rereMoHis, CTEepPEOTHII, Kpeourizais,
riio0asrizaris.

Introduction

Colonialism as the maintenance of military, political, social, economic, and cultural domination over people
by a foreign power has been located in the history of modernity and it was applied to many countries or
geographical regions and socioeconomic or sociocultural situations (Chiorean, 2022). Since colonialism
leads to the suppression and marginalization of indigenous cultures and identities, postcolonialism is an
intellectual and cultural movement that critically examines and challenges the enduring impacts of
colonialism, advocating for the reclaiming and revitalization of indigenous cultures and the addressing of
social inequalities created by colonial histories (Bhandari, 2023; Green, 2023). While colonialism enforced
cultural assimilation and social hierarchy to benefit the colonizers, postcolonialism seeks to dismantle these
imposed structures, promoting cultural diversity, social justice, and the empowerment of formerly
colonized peoples (Carey & Silverstein, 2020).

Colonial studies initially emerged from the colonial chronicles and documentation of geography, natural
history, and indigenous cultures of the Americas by Gonzalo Fernadndez de Oviedo y Valdés (1478-1557)
and José de Acosta (1539-1600). During the colonial period, literature often celebrated the colonial
initiative. Early colonial studies included ethnographic and anthropological research conducted by
Europeans in their colonies (Ma, 2023). These studies often reinforced stereotypes and justified colonial
rule by portraying colonized peoples as “primitive” or “savage” (Mechkarini et al., 2023) Works Garcilaso
de la Vega, El Inca (1539-1616), Samuel de Champlain (1574-1635), John Smith (1580-1631), Jean de
Brébeuf (1593-1649), Jonathan Carver (1710-1780), and Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) depicted
colonies as exotic lands to be civilized and exploited (Dominguez & Luoma, 2020). They referred to
cultural assimilation, and political control as well (Ma, 2023; Nesterova, 2024).

The mid-XX century saw widespread decolonization, as many African, Asian, and Caribbean countries
gained independence from the European colonial rule. This period marked a shift in focus from colonial to
postcolonial studies. Decolonization was driven by nationalist movements, resistance to colonial rule,
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aspirations for sustainable leadership, and demands for self-determination (Abdel-Zahra Hassan et al.,
2023). Key figures like Mahatma Gandhi and Kwame Nkrumah led these movements. In the 1950s and
1960s, Frantz Fanon’s works provided a critical analysis of the psychological and cultural effects of
colonialism. He emphasized the need for decolonization and the reclamation of indigenous identities (Sajed
& Seidel, 2019). At the same time, Edward Said’s “Orientalism” (1978) criticized Western representations
of the East and argued that colonial discourse constructed the Orient as the “Other” to justify domination.
This book laid the groundwork for postcolonial theory (Labelle, 2022). And Homi K. Bhabha introduced
concepts like hybridity, mimicry, and the “Third Space” to explain the complex cultural interactions in
postcolonial societies (Bhandari, 2022). Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’s ideas highlighted the
marginalization of subaltern voices in colonial and postcolonial discourse (Piu, 2023).

Currently, postcolonial studies play a significant role in modern science since they critically examine the
historical and ongoing impacts of colonialism on knowledge production and the dissemination of scientific
theories. Ma (2023) denotes that postcolonial studies began as a movement against imperialism by directly
addressing the consequences of colonial rule and advocating for the voices and experiences of colonized
people. Some findings admit that postcolonial scholars advocate decolonizing knowledge and inclusion of
non-Western epistemologies into modern scientific discourse (Abdi, 2020). This involves valuing
traditional ecological knowledge, alternative medicinal practices, and other forms of understanding the
natural world that have been marginalized by Western scientific paradigms (Soares et al., 2023; Pant et al.,
2022). Additionally, postcolonial perspectives uncover ethical considerations and social justice as well as
postcolonial scholars emphasize the importance of conducting research that benefits marginalized
communities, avoids exploitation, and respects cultural differences (Pedroso et al., 2023). This approach
stands for science that is inclusive, equitable, and responsive to the needs of diverse populations.

There are roughly 162 postcolonial states in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, the Pacific, and Latin America
that were colonized and have since gained independence (Albrecht, 2020). Eastern European countries such
as Albania, Estonia, Latvia, Ukraine, Poland, Hungary were under Soviet influence or control during the
Cold War and experienced the domination of the Soviet Union (Kotodziejczyk & Huigen, 2023). That is
why postcolonial perspectives are crucial in modern scientific discourse because they describe cultural and
social phenomena through the lens of foreign power dominance. And postcolonial analysis helps better
understand how colonial legacies influence contemporary social structures, identities, and relationships.
Moreover, this approach promotes a more inclusive and diverse understanding of global issues. Obviously,
the analysis of modern theories and methodologies of postcolonial studies enriches the existing academic
researches and establishes social justice by addressing historical injustices and advocating for more
equitable future outcomes.

The current research is aimed at studying the specifics of six main theories were revealed such as
postcolonial theory, critical theory, site-specific theory, decolonial theory, and creolization theory. Initially,
the theoretical framework is presented where main concepts related to postcolonialism are revealed and the
tiers of the research — diachronic and synchronic — are presented. The section Methodology describes
interdisciplinary approach to the research and the methods used to achieve the research aim and objectives.
The section Results and Discussion draws the attention towards the detailed explanation of modern theories
in postcolonial perspectives as well as substantiated their implications within the scientific discourse. Here,
the comparative analysis of theories related to contemporary postcolonial studies was conducted as well.
In conclusion, main findings are presented through the role of postcolonial studies in modern science.

Theoretical Framework

Investigating postcolonialism and its impact of colonialism on societies, cultures, and identities, led us to
consider the theoretical framework of postcolonial studies from diachronic and synchronic tiers
(Hantgan-Sonko, 2020; Loakes, 2022). A diachronic tier involves analyzing the historical development and
evolution of colonial and postcolonial conditions over time (Bultmann, 2023; Hiltunen & Loureiro-Porto,
2020). This approach examines the temporal dimensions of colonialism, its enduring legacies, and the
processes of decolonization and postcolonial reconstruction (Bartiza & Zrizi, 2022). Additionally, the
recent findings show that diachronically postcolonial studies concern colonial institutions and structures,
the organization of colonial governments, legal systems, and bureaucracies designed to maintain control
and extract resources (Ohlsson & Mitchell, 2023). This tier also embraces cultural hegemony intended to
assimilate and dominate colonized populations (Yu, 2022). It was found that diachronic postcolonial studies
are aimed at the analysis of resistance and anti-colonial movements, post-independence challenges and
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neocolonialism (Zhang, 2023). Contemporary postcolonial issues include the impact of globalization on
postcolonial societies, particularly cultural hybridization, migration, and transnational networks, national
identity and cultural representation, and the politics of memory (Ahmad, 2022; Bartiza & Zrizi, 2022).
Therefore, a diachronic framework in postcolonial studies allows for a comprehensive understanding of the
temporal dynamics of colonial and postcolonial processes. It emphasizes the importance of historical
context in analyzing contemporary postcolonial issues as well.

Stuart Hall, Achille Mbembe, and Leela Gandhi relied on diachronic approach to postcolonial studies. For
instance, Stuart Hall explored how historical processes of colonization and migration shape contemporary
cultural identities (Guermit et al., 2023). Achille Mbembe, the author of the book “On the Postcolony”,
analyzed the legacies of colonialism and the evolution of power and violence in postcolonial contexts
(Adebanwi & Orock, 2022). In “Postcolonial Theory: A Critical Introduction,” Leela Gandhi provided a
comprehensive overview of postcolonial thought, including historical developments and the contributions
of key theorists (Rana, 2021). Her work bridges the historical and contemporary aspects of postcolonial
studies.

In contrast, a synchronic tier focuses on the analysis of postcolonial conditions at a specific moment in time
rather than tracing their historical development (Loakes, 2022). This framework examines how various
elements of culture, society, and politics interact simultaneously within a given temporal context,
highlighting the complexities and dynamics of postcolonial realities as they exist in the present
(Hantgan-Sonko, 2020). In other words, a synchronic tier of postcolonial studies characterizes postcolonial
conditions which exist in the present moment (Hiltunen & Loureiro-Porto, 2020). Synchronically,
postcolonial studies deal with contemporary cultural practices, community dynamics, including family
structures and social networks, current political contexts, as well as economic conditions, development
strategies, and challenges facing postcolonial states (Rana, 2021). According to Sadiq & Tsourapas (2021),
synchronic approach is used to describe transnational connections, focusing on issues such as migration,
diaspora, and globalization. When authors explain the simultaneous interactions of cultural, social, political,
and economic elements, they interpret the complexities and dynamics of contemporary postcolonial
phenomena.

Presently, synchronic postcolonial studies are represented by ideas of cultural hybridity (Azada-Palacios,
2022). Race and ethnicity are central to social hierarchies and interactions in postcolonial societies (Khattak
& Khan, 2024). The recent studies explore how these identities are constructed and contested (Azada-
Palacios, 2022). Moreover, colonial legacies influence contemporary gender roles and relations
(Lamoureaux & Rottenburg, 2021). The feminist movement in postcolonial studies focuses on examining
the intersections of gender, race, class, and colonial history. It addresses the unique experiences of women
in postcolonial contexts, emphasizing the ways in which colonialism and patriarchy have shaped their lives
and professional activity. A number of works are devoted to diaspora and migration exploring the
experiences of diasporic communities and contemporary migration patterns (Ahmad, 2022). Other
synchronic issues include long-term environmental consequences of colonialism (Dominguez & Luoma,
2020) and decolonization of education systems (Pedroso et al., 2023). The most prominent authors (Homi
K. Bhabha, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Ngiligi wa Thiong’o, Chinua Achebe, Paul Gilroy) in this field
offer critical thoughts that help to analyze the complexities of postcolonial societies in the present moment
(Abdullahi, 2022; Bhandari, 2022; Piu, 2023).

In postcolonial studies, both diachronic and synchronic tiers are important to analyze culture and society
comprehensively (Hantgan-Sonko, 2020). The diachronic approach focuses on historical developments and
transformations, tracing the evolution of cultural, social, political, and economic structures from the
colonial period to the present. This approach allows scholars to understand how colonial legacies have
persisted and influenced contemporary conditions. And the synchronic approach concentrates on examining
postcolonial conditions at a specific moment in time. Together, these approaches offer a holistic
understanding of postcolonial culture and society, and help to outline modern theories and methodologies
in postcolonial studies.

Proceeding from this, the article is aimed to analyze modern theories and methodologies in studying cultural
and social postcolonial phenomena. This research aims to address the following research objectives:

— To present the main theories in studying cultural and social postcolonial phenomena;
— To outline methodologies used to investigate postcolonial theories;
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— To introduce practical applications of postcolonial studies across cultural and social scientific
dimensions.

Methodology

The research is predominantly interdisciplinary and is located at the intersection of literature, history,
anthropology, sociology, and cultural studies. Logically, this implies the use of a range of theoretical
research methods to achieve the research aim and objectives. Firstly, theoretical literary analysis was used
that is a common method for studying postcolonial literature. It focuses on themes, narrative techniques,
and the representation of colonial experiences. Additionally, we examined how the authors from colonized
regions use literature to criticise colonialism and declare new cultural identity. Secondly, historical research
was used to analyze historical documents, archives, and records to understand the historical context of
colonial impacts. This method uncovered marginalized voices that have been excluded from dominant
academic narratives.

Thirdly, discourse analysis examined how language shaped the power dynamics and social structures in
postcolonial societies. We analyzed texts, speeches, and media representations to understand the ideologies
of postcolonialism. Similarly, visual and media analysis was conducted to understand how colonialism and
postcolonialism are portrayed and contested in films, TV shows, cartoons, documentaries, performances,
and media materials. Fourthly, comparative analysis was used to examine similarities and differences
between colonial and postcolonial experiences across different regions, cultures, and historical periods. It
included comparative literature, comparative history, comparative cultural studies, and comparative theory
to compare theoretical frameworks, theories and methodologies from postcolonial perspective. Fifthly, the
special attention was paid towards interdisciplinary instruments to provide a comprehensive understanding
of colonial and postcolonial experiences. This includes incorporating ideas from anthropology, sociology,
political science, and cultural studies.

Sixthly, the methods of synthesis and interpretation were used to formulate the conclusions. In particular,
synthesis helped to combine the findings from various sources, such as historical documents, ethnographic
observations, literary texts, and quantitative data, to identify the patterns of postcolonial theories. At the
same time, the method of interpretation involved critical analysis of these synthesized outcomes to
understand their broader significance and connect them to existing theoretical frameworks within historical,
cultural, and political contexts.

The above-mentioned research instruments contributed to evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of
the existing theories and enabled to understand how they have been applied in postcolonial studies. The
findings will likely allow to explain the historical events such as colonization, or independence movements
objectively and to draw the responses to the contemporary global issues caused by colonialism. Using
diverse methods to conceptualize theoretical arguments and assess their implications contributed to the
understanding of postcolonial conditions significantly. Further, proposed theoretical frameworks may
enable the development of new contribute theories and approaches to address the gaps in the existing
literature that will respond to the emerging postcolonial realities.

The theoretical review of postcolonial perspectives in studying cultural and social phenomena was
conducted in five stages:

— ldentification of the research aim and objectives to guide the selection of the relevant postcolonial
literature;

— Literature search which required the comprehensive analysis of academic databases, journals, books,
and other sources on the basis of the following keywords related to postcolonialism (colonialism,
decolonization, neocolonialism, hybridity, postcolonial theory, culture, cultural hegemony);

— Data extraction from the selected literature and its analysis to draw the key themes, concepts, and
theoretical frameworks related to postcolonialism;

—  Synthesis and interpretation of the findings from the literature to develop an integrated overview of the
existing theoretical landscape in postcolonial studies. At the same time, critical evaluation of the
strengths and weaknesses of the existing theories in postcolonial studies helped to consider their
implications in the academic discourse;

— Summarizing the key findings of the theoretical review and drawing the main conclusions to advance
knowledge in the field.
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Results and Discussion

In postcolonial studies, several theoretical frameworks have been developed to analyze and understand the
peculiarities of colonialism through cultural and social phenomenon, the dynamics of resistance, and the
complexities of identity (Chiorean, 2022; Rana, 2021). The recent findings show that there are six main
theories (figure 1). It is worth mentioning that these theories are not mutually exclusive and they are often
used in combination to provide a comprehensive understanding of postcolonial phenomena.

Examines the cultural, social,
political, and economic impacts of

A colonialism and imperialism; seeks
Postcolonial theory to understand the ways in which

colonial histories continue to shape
contemporary societies

Analyzes the negative impact of
social structures and cultural

Critical theow practices that arise colonialism and
continue to affect the communities

Emphasizes the importance of the
physical, social, and historical

Theo rleS Site-Specific Theory context in which cultural practices

and artifacts are produced and
experienced

- Highlights the contributions and
Decolonial thEOI’y perspectives of colonized peoples

Describes the process of cultural
mixing that occurs when different

F - cultures come into contact with
Creollzatlon theory each other, often resulting in the

emergence of new cultural practices
and identities

Figure 1. Interpretation of modern theories in postcolonial perspectives.
Source: authors’ development.

Postcolonial theory and the problem of culture, identity, and globalization

Postcolonial theory offers a framework for analyzing the ways in which colonial histories and their impacts
shape the contemporary societies, cultures, and identities (Rana, 2021). It examines the negative effects of
colonialism on the cultural and social structures of formerly colonized regions (Bhandari, 2022). The
findings show that postcolonial theory occupies a central place in postcolonial and colonial discourse
(Parashar & Schulz, 2021; Rana, 2021). One of the central concepts in postcolonial theory is hybridity,
which refers to the mixing and blending of cultures resulting from colonial encounters (Azada-Palacios,
2022). This creates hybrid identities that cannot be easily categorized into binary oppositions of colonizer
and colonized. These identities incorporate elements from both indigenous and colonial influences. In this
context, the theory examines the experiences of diasporic communities who maintain connections with their
homelands while navigating new cultural and social environments (Sadiq & Tsourapas, 2021). It explores
how migration and displacement impact identity formation and cultural expression (Consterdine, 2023).

Drawing on Antonio Gramsci’s concept of hegemony, postcolonial theory investigates how colonial powers
maintained control not just through physical domination but through cultural and ideological means (Salem,
2020). It examines how these hegemonic practices continue to influence contemporary cultural and social
norms. Resistance movement as a component of postcolonial theory is understood as multifaceted and
dynamic response to the oppression and domination experienced under colonial rule and its negative effects
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in the postcolonial era (Bhandari, 2022). This movement usually uses a wide range of strategies, from armed
struggle to cultural revival, aimed at reclaiming autonomy, dignity, and identity.

The special attention is paid towards globalization as well (Das & Roy, 2022). According to postcolonial
theory, globalization is understood as a continuation of colonial and imperial processes, but in a new form
(Tah, 2021). It involves the expansion and intensification of economic, political, cultural, and social
connections on a global scale, which often bring inequalities established during the colonial era.
Consequently, globalization leads to increased migration, both voluntary and forced, as people move in
search of better opportunities or escape from conflict affected areas and economic hardship (Ahmad, 2022).
According to some findings, globalization facilitates the spread of Western knowledge systems, often at
the expense of indigenous knowledge and epistemologies (Kusumawardani, 2021). Therefore, postcolonial
theory criticizes this epistemic dominance and advocates for the recognition and integration of diverse ways
of science formation.

Critical theory and postcolonialism

Critical theory is closely connected to postcolonial theory and focuses on the understanding of negative
impacts of colonial histories and the resistance to these impacts (Felsch, 2023). Bhandari (2022) insists that
critical theory deals with investigation of establishment and further maintenance of dominance over
colonized societies. Since colonial powers often imposed their languages and suppressed indigenous
languages, leading to the loss of cultural and linguistic diversity, colonial language policies is a significant
area of study. In regions with multiple languages, colonial states sometimes promoted bilingualism,
particularly in education, to ensure that citizens were proficient in both the official language and their
mother tongue (Dascomb, 2019). Grala (2022) states that bilingual approach helped to maintain cultural
and linguistic diversity.

In postcolonial studies, critical theory contributes to the analysis of the concept of stereotype that refers to
generalization or assumption about a group of people based on limited, often superficial, characteristics.
Stereotypes are a tool used to name colonized peoples as “other”, portraying them different to the colonizers
(Marsha Divina, 2022). Such “othering” creates a dichotomy between the colonizer (seen as civilized,
advanced, and superior) and the colonized (seen as primitive, backward, and inferior). According to Zafran,
Afzal, Hussain, Irshad, & Arif (2021), the construction of the “other” was often based on racial or cultural
hierarchies. Some recent findings show that the effect of “othering” continues to impact postcolonial
societies (Raddatz, 2024).

Collective memory and trauma are important concepts of critical theory as well. Collective memory
concerns the shared representations, narratives, and interpretations of the past that are developed and
maintained by a group or society (Cross, 2023). At the same time, trauma refers to the psychological, social,
and cultural impacts of colonial violence, oppression, and displacement that continue to affect individuals
and communities in postcolonial contexts. Al-Douri & Abdul-Aziz (2023) define it as ambiguous and long-
term harms. Their study (Al-Douri & Abdul-Aziz, 2023) also demonstrates that despite the multiplicity of
traumatic causatives, victims have significant symptoms, and their destiny depends on their abilities to
achieve closure. It was found that when examining how memories are constructed and transmitted,
postcolonial scholars seek to promote healing to indigenous peoples and contribute to the creation of a more
inclusive postcolonial community.

Krishnaswamy and Goldis’s site-specific theory

Chiorean (2022) suggested site-specific theory as one of the key moments in the evolution of postcolonial
studies. It emphasizes the importance of considering the “site” as more than just a physical location, but
also as a complex network of social, political, and economic relations. Also, while focusing on specific
sites, the theory recognizes the links between various global processes (Oostindie, 2021). These findings
demonstrate the site-specific theory is usually used to explain how local experiences are influenced by
broader global forces such as globalization, migration, and transnationalism.

In 2010, Revathi Krishnaswamy revealed the slow development of critical self-awareness in World
Literature, where the special attention must be paid towards non-European theoretical or literary works
(Chiorean, 2022). The scholar presented Tamil texts and poetics, bhakti poetry, and Dalit nation narratives
to present the unique local literary phenomena. Generally, postcolonial Indian literature refer to a wide
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range of genres, styles, and themes that reflect the diverse experiences and perspectives of Indian society
during and after colonization. One of the central themes is the exploration of the impact of colonialism on
Indian identity, culture, and society (Mani, 2023). Authors often explain the complexities of colonial
impact, including issues of identity, language, and cultural hybridity (Rajamony & Tripathy, 2021). Many
literary works describe the struggles of Indian people to assert their independence and reclaim their cultural
and national identity (Das & Tripathi, 2021). Also, the authors often draw on indigenous cultural traditions,
folklore, and history to create narratives that challenge colonial narratives and celebrate Indian culture and
heritage (Das & Tripathi, 2021; Mani, 2023).

Further, Goldis (2021) revisited the theory and explained it through the localized approach to the literary
text. In this context, Eastern European postcolonial narrative was developed that embraced certain forms
of colonialism, imperialism, or domination, often at the hands of larger powers (Kotodziejczyk & Huigen,
2023). The narrative often concerns the themes of resistance, adaptation, and survival in the face of colonial
or imperial oppression. They explore how local cultures and identities have been shaped by interactions
with dominant states. Like other postcolonial nations, Eastern European narrative often reflects cultural
hybridity, blending elements of local traditions with those of the colonizers. This hybridity can be seen in
language, religion, art, and architecture. In the XX century, many Eastern European countries were part of
the Soviet bloc, which has had a lasting impact on their societies. Post-Soviet literature often explores
themes of transition, identity, and memory in the aftermath of Soviet domination (Stefanescu, 2022). Since
the fall of the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe has undergone significant geopolitical shifts, including EU
integration and NATO membership. These changes have influenced the region’s cultural and literary
landscape.

Decolonial theory: origin, categories, and imperatives

Decolonial theory originated in response to the limitations of postcolonial theory, particularly its perceived
Eurocentrism and its failure to fully address the ongoing effects of colonialism (Mehta & Henriksen, 2022).
One of the key figures in the development of decolonial theory is Frantz Fanon, whose work, especially in
“The Wretched of the Earth,” emphasized the psychological and cultural effects of colonization on both the
colonizer and the colonized (Sajed & Seidel, 2019). Fanon’s work highlighted the need for a radical
transformation of society to decolonize both the minds and the structures of colonialism (Adalet, 2021).

Another important influence on decolonial theory is the Latin American dependency model, which emerged
in the 1960s and 1970s. The model was developed to explain that the underdevelopment of the Global
South was not a natural state but a result of the economic and political structures imposed by colonial
powers and maintained by neocolonial relationships (Valente & Grohmann, 2024). Dependency theorists
argue that the international economic system is characterized by unequal exchange, where underdeveloped
countries are forced to export raw materials and agricultural products at low prices and import manufactured
goods at high prices (Ruvituso, 2019). Besides, the model argues that Western cultural impact has played
a significant role in shaping Latin American culture, leading to a dominance of Western forms, such as
language, art, literature, and media, over indigenous cultural practices (Beghin, 2022; Valente &
Grohmann, 2024).

In the early 21st centuries, decolonial theory continued to evolve, drawing on a wide range of intellectual
traditions, including indigenous knowledges, feminist theory, critical race theory, and poststructuralism.

Creolization theory toward composition of a new cultural and social identity

The term “creole” was originally used to describe people of mixed European and African descent in the
Caribbean, but it later came to be associated with a wide range of cultural phenomena resulting from the
mixing of different cultures (De la Breteque, 2024). Creolization theory describes the process of cultural
mixing and blending that occurs when different cultures come into contact and result in the emergence of
new cultural forms, practices, and identities (Chiorean, 2022). One of the key figures in the development
of creolization theory is the anthropologist Sidney Mintz, who explored the concept of creolization in the
context of Caribbean food culture (Parvulescu & Boatca, 2023).

Creolization theory emphasizes the dynamic and creative nature of cultural exchange, highlighting how
cultural practices and identities are continually evolving through interactions between different groups. It
suggests that cultures are not static or fixed but are instead flexible and adaptive. At the same time, Chiorean
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(2022) sees creolization theory as a form of resistance to cultural homogenization. The author emphasizes
the importance of maintaining cultural diversity and recognizing the contributions of local cultures.

The recent findings show that presently there exist a number of examples of creolization depicting various
aspects of culture, language, music, and food (Parvulescu & Boatcd, 2023). Definitely, the Creole languages
continue to evolve and develop in many regions. For example, in the United States, so-called “Black
English” is considered by some linguists to be a creole language since it blends the elements of African
languages with English (Murdoch, 2023). Additionally, creolization can be found in music, cuisine, fashion
industry. Therefore, creolization theory in postcolonial studies provides a framework for composition of a
new cultural and social identity through cultural interactions. The theory challenges traditional notions of
cultural authenticity but stresses upon the richness and diversity.

Comparative analysis of theories related to contemporary postcolonial studies

The theories (postcolonial theory, critical theory, site-specific theory, decolonial theory, and creolization
theory) offer both strengths and weaknesses when analyzing the impacts of colonialism and the changes
within the contemporary societies. On the one hand, these theories provide critical tools for understanding
the complex scientific problems, such as cultural interactions, systemic inequalities, cultural hegemony that
have resulted from colonial histories (Chiorean, 2022). At the same time, they demonstrate the importance
of centering the voices of colonized peoples, highlighting their experiences and postcolonial perspectives.
On the other hand, the theories can sometimes be criticized for their dependence on the context,
misinterpretation of some concepts, or lack of specificity (Felsch, 2023).

A number of works are devoted to the methodology of postcolonial studies (Raddatz, 2024). They show
that the methods are usually interdisciplinary and prefer examining the impacts of colonialism based on
literary and cultural analysis (Thielsch, 2019). Postcolonial scholars often employ historical research to
uncover colonial narratives (Nessel, 2021), archival research to study historical documents (Nerlekar &
Orsini, 2022), and textual analysis to read literature, media, and cultural texts from a postcolonial
perspective (Karmim, 2022). Ethnographic methods, interviews, and observations are used to capture the
peoples’ experiences. Postcolonial studies also apply comparative analysis to present the diverse responses
to colonialism across different contexts (Nguyen & Chia, 2023). Table 1 present the comparative analysis
of theories of postcolonial studies and methodologies applied while studying cultural and social
phenomena.

202

Table 1.
Comparative analysis of theories of postcolonial studies and methodologies applied
Theory Methodologies Strengths \Weaknesses
Postcolonial Literary analysis, discourse Based on the interdisciplinary approach; Studies a wide range of issues
theory analysis, historical analysis, focuses on colonized experiences; that can lead to lack of clarity;

Critical theory

Site-specific
theory

Decolonial
theory

cultural analysis,
comparative analysis,

archival research,

observations
Historical analysis, literary
and cultural analysis,
ethnographic research,
interviews, critical pedagogy

Spatial analysis,
contextualization,
interdisciplinary approach

Theoretical review, historical
analysis, archival research,
observations, interviews

explores the formation of complex,
hybrid identities;
uses historical analysis and addresses
contemporary issues.

Based on deep and critical analysis;
considers a global perspective,
recognizing the interconnectedness of
colonial histories;
addresses the complex issues of
colonialism.
Incorporates historical perspective;
recognizes the complex and dynamic
nature of culture;
involves collaboration with local
communities that leads to better
comprehension of local cultural and
social practices.

Suggests critical analysis;
advocates equity;
call for actions against colonization.

neglect of economic factors;
overemphasis of cultural
aspects of colonialism;
criticises eurocentrism.
Reduces colonialism to fixed
categories or stereotypes;
provides lack of empirical
evidence.

Depends on the context;
limited engagement with
theory;
lack of critical perspective.

Raises ethical and
methodological challenges,
particularly on researchers’

engagement with local
communities;
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may lead to confusion or
misinterpretation of the

outcomes.
Creolization Historical analysis, linguistic Emphasis on hybridity; Lack of specificity;
theory analysis, comparative understands contemporary process of neglect resistance to
analysis globalization; colonialism;
uses interdisciplinary approach. difficult to measure the

interrelations.
Source: authors’ development.

Therefore, postcolonial perspectives offer the important frameworks for understanding the enduring
impacts of colonialism fostering more inclusive and equitable community model in the scientific discourse.

At the same time, the study revealed the fact that the problem of postcolonialism is not widely presented in
the scientific discourse nowadays, especially more contemporary issues such as globalization (Lodigiani,
2020), digital transformation (Ponzanesi, 2020), and identity politics (Boucher, 2021) are not fully revealed
in the recent works. While previously the studies were dominated by the themes of history of
postcolonialism (Rana, 2021), power dynamics, cultural hegemony (Salem, 2021), and injustices
(Robinson, 2022), the present-day works focus on social challenges and technological advancements,
decolonization, neocolonialism, hybridity, and cultural hegemony (Odijie, 2021). Additionally, it is
necessary to state that the interdisciplinary nature of current research trends often integrates postcolonial
perspectives within broader frameworks, thereby diminishing its significance.

The research refers to some limitations that are significantly influenced by the lack of empirical research.
It restricts the area of investigation significantly since the researchers have a limited ability to support the
theoretical statements with the evidence. Definitely, postcolonial studies often rely heavily on qualitative
methodologies, including historical description, literary analysis, and interpretative approaches (Rajamony
& Tripathy, 2021; Rana, 2021), that help to explore the impacts of colonialism on societies. While these
methods provide deep knowledge of cultural and power dynamics, they often do not offer the quantitative
data that can be measured, tested, and further generalized. The current research relies on interpretative
frameworks and sometimes this makes the study challenging to produce empirical evidence on the existing
socio-economic and political effects of colonial legacies in different countries. In addition, the lack of
empirical research within postcolonial studies in the recent scientific literature limits its integration with
other fields that prioritize data-driven approaches, such as economics, sociology, and political science.

It is also important to mention that the studies on postcolonialism are significantly influenced by the
presence of authors’ biases shaping the interpretation and presentation of postcolonial realities (Duncan &
Cumpsty, 2020; Ponzanesi, 2021). Scholars in this field often come from specific cultural, social, or
political backgrounds that may consciously or unconsciously influence their perspectives. This can lead to
selective emphasis on particular aspects of postcolonial experiences while neglecting others and resulting
in a subjective understanding of postcolonial dynamics. This subjectivity makes it difficult to present a
balanced and accurate depiction of historical and contemporary postcolonial conditions. When research is
accepted as overly influenced by personal or ideological biases, it may limit its impact and contribution to
the field. That is why when selecting the literature for the study, it was very necessary to assess the scientific
narratives and analyse its validity and applicability to achieve a holistic understanding of a number of
postcolonial issues.

The study on postcolonial perspectives in the 21st century provides the critical analysis that can be implied
to improve the understanding of the existing socio-political and economic structures. The examination of
inequalities and cultural dynamics through various postcolonial perspectives can help policymakers and
practitioners develop more informed and effective strategies to overcome the issues facing the modern
societies including racism, economic disparities, and cultural marginalization. The critical analysis offered
by postcolonial studies serves as an important instrument to foster social justice and equity in different
social areas, including education, governance, and international relations. The methodologies described in
the article, also have significant practical implications since they enable a deeper understanding of complex
issues related to postcolonialism through history, literature, sociology, and anthropology. For example,
qualitative methods provide detailed investigation of the experiences of affected communities and bring
more effective interventions. Furthermore, the methodologies when used in complex encourage innovative
solutions to contemporary challenges of decolonization, neocolonialism, nationalistic movements, cultural
hegemony, and postcolonial reconstruction of a country. Moreover, practical implications based on
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theoretical frameworks of the research problem contribute to a more profound understanding of modern
issues existing within the society.

Conclusions

Colonialism was found as the maintenance of military, political, social, economic, and cultural domination
over people by a foreign power. At the same time, postcolonialism is an intellectual and cultural movement
that critically examines and challenges the enduring impacts of colonialism, advocating for the reclaiming
and revitalization of indigenous cultures and the addressing of social inequalities created by colonial
histories. The mid-XX century marked a shift in focus from colonial to postcolonial studies. Currently,
postcolonial studies play a significant role in modern science since they critically examine the historical
and ongoing impacts of colonialism on knowledge production and the dissemination of scientific theories.

Postcolonial studies began as a movement against imperialism by directly addressing the consequences of
colonial rule and advocating for the voices and experiences of colonized people. And postcolonial
perspectives uncover ethical considerations and social justice as well as postcolonial scholars emphasize
the importance of conducting research that benefits marginalized communities, avoids exploitation, and
respects cultural differences. Investigating postcolonialism and its impact of colonialism on societies,
cultures, and identities, led us to consider the theoretical framework of postcolonial studies from diachronic
and synchronic tiers. A diachronic tier involves analyzing the historical development and evolution of
colonial and postcolonial conditions over time. In contrast, a synchronic tier focuses on the analysis of
postcolonial conditions at a specific moment in time rather than tracing their historical development. In
postcolonial studies, both diachronic and synchronic tiers are important to analyze culture and society
comprehensively.

The findings show that several theoretical frameworks have been developed to analyze and understand the
peculiarities of colonialism through cultural and social phenomenon, the dynamics of resistance, and the
complexities of identity. The recent findings show that there are six main theories (postcolonial theory,
critical theory, site-specific theory, decolonial theory, and creolization theory). They offer both strengths
and weaknesses when analyzing the impacts of colonialism and the changes within the contemporary
societies. The analysis of scientific literature showed that a number of works are devoted to the
methodology of postcolonial studies. They show that the methods are usually interdisciplinary and prefer
examining the impacts of colonialism based on literary and cultural analysis. Other methodologies include:
historical research, textual analysis, ethnographic methods, interviews, and observations. Postcolonial
studies also apply comparative analysis to present the diverse responses to colonialism across different
contexts.

Further research should explore the profound impact of technology on postcolonial communities, focusing
on both the opportunities and challenges it presents. As digital technologies increase, they offer new
platforms for developing states to present their cultures and enhance social development. However, the
technological advances also raise concerns about digital divides and technological dominance by former
colonial powers.
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